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Date _____________ 

What’s In A Name?  
(A Study of Biological Prefixes and Suffixes)  

  

Introduction:  The new vocabulary words in a first year life science class can be overwhelming.  However, 

many of the vocabulary words contain either a prefix or a suffix that will help you understand the meaning of 

the word.  This assignment will help to familiarize you with many of the common prefixes and suffixes used in 

biology.  This may seem difficult at first, but once you learn these prefixes and suffixes, it will be of great 

benefit to you as you continue your study.  

  

Directions:  Examine the prefixes and suffixes in the charts below.  You will use the prefixes and suffixes to 

answer various questions below.   It may happen that a prefix can also be used as a suffix, and vice versa.  Do 

not be concerned if you must use a suffix as a prefix.  You may be asked by your instructor to memorize some 

or all of these prefixes and suffixes and their meaning.   
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Use these charts to form words that have the following meanings.  

  

____________________1.  

  

A disease of the joints.  

____________________2.  An organism that can make its own food.  

____________________3.  

  

The process of forming the head.  

____________________4.  

  

The study of cells.  

____________________5.  An organism composed of only one cell.  

____________________6.  

  

The middle of a leaf.  

____________________7.  

  

Name for a seed plant.  

____________________8.  

  

The true bacteria.  

____________________9.  Located or occurring on the outside of 

the cell.  

___________________10.  The breakdown or destruction of sugars.  

___________________11.  

  

Term for a substance that loves water.  

___________________12.  The “stomach-footed” mollusks are 

called?  

___________________13.  

  

A cell that engulfs or eats other cells.  

___________________14.  

  

Composed of many sugar molecules.  

___________________15.  

  

Cell motion; division of the cytoplasm.  

___________________16.  The removal of waste products from the 

body.  

___________________17.  

  

The study of small forms of life.  

___________________18.  

  

The study of animals.  

___________________19.  

  

A plant that grows in water.  

___________________20.  

  

Inside the cell.  

___________________21.  

  

First material forming cells.  

 

Suffix  Meaning  

- able  Capable of  

- aceous  Pertaining to  

- ase  Forms names of 

enzymes  

- ation  The act of  

- carn  Meat or flesh  

- cellular  Related to cells  

- chem.  Dealing with chemicals  

- chrom  Color  

- cretion  Process of separating  

- cyte   Cell  

- gene  Origin or birth  

- gestion  To carry  

- itis  Disease  

- kinesis  Movement, motion  

- logy  The study of  

- lysis  Dissolving, destruction  

- ose  Sugar  

- philic  Love  

- phobic  Hate  

- phyll  Leaf  

- phyte  Plant  

- plasm  Material forming cells  

- plast  Organized living 

material  

- sis  Condition, state  

- sperm  Seed  

- stasis  A stationary condition  

- synthesis  To put together; to 

make  

- troph  Food  

- vor  Devour, eat  

- ped or – pod  Foot  
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___________________22.  Pertaining to plants.  
 

  

Directions:   What do you suppose each of these words mean?  Use the charts of prefixes and suffixes to 

derive the meaning of each of the following:  
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23. Asexual:     _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

24. Biology:      _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

25. Chlorophyll:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

26. Chromoplast:   _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

27. Disaccharide:   _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

28. Zygote:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

29. Ectotherm:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

30. Exoskeleton:   _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

31. Gametes:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

32. Hydrophobic:   _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

33. Oogenesis:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

34. Pseudopod:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

35. Saprophyte:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

36. Cytolysis:    _____________________________________________________________  
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37. Heterogametes:  _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

38.  

  

  

Aerophyte:    _____________________________________________________________  

39.  

  

  

Macromolecule:  _____________________________________________________________  

40:  

  

  

Photosynthesis:  _____________________________________________________________  

41:  Carnivore:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

Directions:   Each group of words below shares some common parts.  Two of the words are defined for you.  

The part of the word and the corresponding part of the definition are underlined for you.  From the underlined 

parts, determine the definition of the third term.  

  

42. Phototropism:   A response to light.  

  Chemotherapy:  A treatment that involves chemicals.  

  

  Chemotropism:  _____________________________________________________________  

  

 Dermatology:   The study of the skin.  

  Sclerosis:    Diseases in which body tissues harden.  

  

  Scleroderma:   _____________________________________________________________  

   

43. Herbaceous:   Related to plants.  

  Pesticide:    A substance used to destroy pests.  

    

  Herbicide:    _____________________________________________________________  

  

  

  


